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Music in the pines 

www.totempoleplayhouse.org — 717.352.2164 

TUCKED AWAY TUES-
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Preserving the Totem Pole Playhouse for present and future 
generations, as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. 
Promoting live theater in South Central Pennsylvania by pre-
senting nationally recognized artists, quality entertainment 
and offering arts education. 
Bringing people together through innovative, artistically crea-
tive and mutually beneficial collaborations with a wide variety 
of community organizations. 
Maintaining the highest organizational standards for fiscal 
responsibility, facility maintenance and professional practices. 
Enhancing the cultural experience of the community and in-
spiring individuals to develop a lifelong commitment to the 
arts. 

Sustain and grow the Totem Pole Playhouse’s legacy as one 
of the preeminent summer theaters in the country and to pro-
vide cultural and artistic leadership to our community. 

The mission of the Totem Pole Playhouse is to provide su-
perior professional theater at affordable prices; to introduce 
a diverse population to the joys of live theater; and to give 
young people an opportunity to learn about the arts. 
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Welcome to the 76th Season of Totem Pole Playhouse 
 

There is a moment in every performance—just before the lights fade 
and the curtain rises— when the theatre seems to hold its breath. In 
that quiet instant, anything feels possible. Stories are about to unfold, 
music is about to fill the room, and for a few hours, strangers will 
become a community. 

 

For more than seventy-five years, that moment has been part of the magic of Totem Pole 
Playhouse. Tucked within the beauty of Caledonia, this “theatre in the woods” has been a 
gathering place where generations have laughed, reflected, and shared in the transforma-
tive power of live performance. 
 

This year, that tradition continues with a season that celebrates the spirit of America it-
self.  
 

As our nation marks its 250th anniversary, the productions on our stage reflect the many 
voices and stories that have shaped the American experience. From the electrifying sound 
and rebellious soul of A Night with Janis Joplin, to the remarkable true story of kindness 
and humanity in Come From Away, to the timeless comic brilliance of Oscar & Felix: A 
New Look at The Odd Couple, this season captures the humor, resilience, and heart that 
define us. We travel further through America’s musical landscape with the sweeping ro-
mance and unforgettable melodies of South Pacific, before closing with the warmth, wit, 
and unmistakable spirit of one of our nation’s most beloved icons in Karen Hester as 
Dolly, a joyful tribute to Dolly Parton. 
 

This season also marks the beginning of a new act for Totem Pole Playhouse. Following 
our milestone 75th anniversary, we are proud to step forward as a three-season theatre 
company, expanding our programming beyond the traditional summer season so that 
even more audiences can experience the joy of live theatre throughout the year. 
 

Of course, the true stars of Totem Pole are not only those on stage. They are also the pa-
trons who fill these seats, the donors who believe in our mission, the volunteers who give 
their time and talent, and the artists and staff who pour their hearts into every production. 
Together, you ensure that this remarkable tradition continues. 
 

So tonight, as the lights dim and the music begins, take a moment to enjoy the magic that 
only live theatre can offer. This exact audience, this exact performance, this exact mo-
ment—will never happen again. 
 

And that is what makes it extraordinary. 
 

On behalf of the Board of Directors, our dedicated staff, and the talented artists you will 
see on stage, welcome to the 76th season of Totem Pole Playhouse. We’re so glad you’re 
here. 
 

With gratitude, 
 
 
 
 

Wesley R. Fugate, Ph.D. 
Chair, Board of Directors 
Totem Pole Playhouse 
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Dear Friends, 
 

Welcome to the Playhouse. It is truly a joy to have you here with us 
for the 2026 season. 
 

We are especially excited about this year’s lineup of shows—five 
remarkable productions in our Broadway Series that each offer some-
thing unique for our audiences. From the electrifying music and story-
telling of A Night with Janis Joplin, to the deeply human and uplifting 
journey of Come From Away—to the laughter and heart found in Os-
car & Felix: A New Look at The Odd Couple, the sweeping romance 
and timeless score of South Pacific, and the celebration of music and 

personality in our season finale featuring Karen Hester as Dolly—this season reflects the 
range, talent, and joy that live theatre can bring to our community. 
 

For the first time in several years, every musical in our Broadway Series features live music 
onstage, something we are deeply proud to offer. These productions represent not only artis-
tic excellence, but a commitment to giving our audiences the most comprehensive Perform-
ing Arts we can. 
 

This season also marks an important moment in the life of our theatre. We have embarked on 
our Three-Season Comprehensive Campaign, an effort designed to strengthen the long-term 
sustainability of the Playhouse and ensure that this special place can continue serving our 
community for generations to come. Like many arts organizations across the country, we are 
navigating rising costs, changing audience habits, and new expectations—while remaining 
deeply committed to artistic excellence and accessibility. 
 

One of the ways we are building for the future is by expanding what we offer beyond the 
traditional summer season. Our off-season initiatives - Music in the Pines, Tucked Away 
Treasures, and our growing children’s programming - are not just new programs; they are 
essential to our long-term health. These offerings allow us to welcome new audiences, serve 
students, create opportunities for artists, and keep this space active throughout the year. 
Quite simply, they represent the future of our success. 
 

The truth is simple: it costs $81 to put one person in a seat at the theatre. The more tickets we 
sell, the more that cost comes down. Every full house helps sustain the work onstage, sup-
port our artists and staff, and ensure that these new programs (and this historic theatre) can 
thrive. 
 

So here is our heartfelt request: 
 

If you are able, please consider making a gift. 
 

And if giving financially isn’t possible right now, you can still make a tremendous differ-
ence, buy another ticket, invite a friend, bring a neighbor, or share the experience with some-
one new. Your presence and your advocacy are powerful forms of support. 
 

The arts matter now more than ever. They bring people together. They create joy. They spark 
conversation. They remind us of our shared humanity. And in times of uncertainty, they help 
us feel connected and hopeful. 
 

Thank you for being here. Thank you for believing in this work. And thank you for helping 
keep the Playhouse strong. 
 

With gratitude, 
 

Ryan B. Gibbs 

Producing Artistic Director  
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Patron Information Latecomer/No Show Policy Any unclaimed tickets 15 minutes after 

the start of showtime will be released for resale. Latecomers will be seated at the House 

Manager’s discretion.  

Children and Live Performances Children of all ages are admitted to our children’s and 

theatre camp public performances. For other performances, children under the age of 5 are 

not admitted to Totem Pole Playhouse. Please carefully consider whether a performance is 

appropriate for your child before planning to attend. Disruptive patrons, including chil-

dren, may not be allowed to remain in the theatre.  

Food and Drink No outside food or drink is permitted inside the theatre. We ask patrons 

to unwrap or remove candy or gum from wrappers before the performance so as not to 

distract the performers or anyone seated around you.  

Smoking No smoking (tobacco or other substances) or vaping is permitted within 25 feet 

of the box office, bathroom, patio, or any door.  

Service Animals Patrons who require the assistance of a service animal must notify the 

box office before attending a performance. Our wheelchair and companion seats are desig-

nated for patrons with service animals. No non-service animals are permitted in the thea-

tre.  

Accessibility Totem Pole Playhouse is fully accessible for mobility impaired patrons. Our 

walkways and aisles provide enough space for the passage of walkers and wheelchairs.  

Parking Totem Pole Playhouse has several spaces designated for handicapped parking.  

Wheelchairs Totem Pole Playhouse is wheelchair accessible. Please view our seating chart 

for wheelchair seating locations. Patrons who require assistance are encouraged to arrive 

early and ask an usher for assistance before a performance.  

Assisted Hearing Devices Free assisted listening devices are available at the box office 

prior to the performance by exchanging a license or credit card. No advance reservations 

for assisted listening devices are required.  

Photos The taking of photographs and use of video recording equipment are not permitted 

once the show has begun.  

Mobile Phones and Electronic Devices Please silence or turn off all electronic devices, 

including cell phones, beepers, tablets, and watch alarms. We encourage you to share your 

experience at the Totem Pole Playhouse via social media, but please refrain from doing so 

or texting during performances; the glow from your device is distracting to the performers 

and the patrons seated around you. 

Lost and Found Lost and Found articles are kept in the Box Office for 30 days. Please con-

tact the Box Office at (717) 352-2164 to inquire about lost items.  
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Emergency Notice The exit indicated by a red exit sign nearest to the seat you occupy is 

the shortest route to the outside. In the event of fire or other emergency, please walk to 

that exit; please do not run. Patrons using wheelchairs should use the house lower left or 

right entrance.  

TOTEM POLE PLAYHOUSE ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF 

RYAN B. GIBBS.........................................................Producing Artistic Director 

FERN-MARIE AAMES ...........................................................Managing Director 

KIA ARMSTRONG................................................................Production Manager  

RENEE RANKIN ............................................................Front of House Manager  

BONNIE ABENSHON .................................................Asst. Box Office Manager  

BOX OFFICE STAFF ................................Tammy Argenbright, Abigail Bucher, 

..................................................................Malee Cook, Haley Hager, Annika Rife 

HOUSE MANAGERS...............Lauren Bowen, Zachary Barber, Mariah Fortney  

USHERS ……..............................Heaven Barnes, Alia Brookens, Laelle Cannon, 

Kash Cooley, John Cooper, Karen Powers-Davis, Jaden Eger (Head Usher), 

Leah Grimes, Elyse Hoch, Kathryn Huber, Derek Jamelli, William Price, Jared 

Reichelderfer (Head Usher), Alex Ross, Hannah Ross, Aden White  

ANGEL SNOWBERGER…….……………………………....Company Manager 

KAREN POWERS-DAVIS……………………..Company Management Support 

KRISTI WITMER…………....Bus Greeter, Administrative & Company Support  

ANDY SMETZER………………………...………………………...Photographer 

COCO SANSONI……………………..…..………….…Branding Graphic Artist 

TECHNICAL CONSULTANTS….…….…………...Jason Nedrow, Chris Russo 

SOCIAL MEDIA/MARKETING…………………...….Luke Reed, Kaelin Butts 

DEVELOPMENT PARTNER………………….……………...Ghostwriter LLC 

PROGRAM ELEMENTS...................Fern-Marie Aames, Luke Reed, Cyd Tokar 
 

TOTEM POLE PLAYHOUSE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Dr. Wesley R. Fugate - Board Chair             Isaac Bucher - Board Vice Chair 
  
Gary D. Snyder - Treasurer              Jim Kampstra - Secretary 

֍ 
 
Lindsay Griggs    Niki Hinckle           Lisa Hogue 
  
  Sue McMurtray     Caryl Schmitz 
  
Kevin L. Schoenberger   Nathaniel F. Spang            Robin Wakefield  
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TOTEM POLE PLAYHOUSE PRODUCTION TEAM 
 

RYAN B. GIBBS…………………………………….Producing Artistic Director 

DARREN SERVER…………………….……..............Resident Musical Director 

KIA ARMSTRONG…………………….…..Production Manager/Stage Manager 

CHRIS RUSSO………………………………………………..Technical Director 

JASON NEDROW………………....………….....………...Technical Consultant 

KAY YAUKEY, FERN-MARIE AAMES……....................Costume Consultants 
 

2026 SEASON PRODUCTION STAFF 
 

SAM SIMS………………….………………….…....Head of Lighting and Video 

KATE WECKER…………….……………….…………Sound Designer/Audio 1 

TYLER RICHARDSON...……….…Assistant Production Manager/Swing Crew 

LORELEI CONTE………………………………………………….Head Stitcher 

ALASTAIR BLACKWOOD…………………………....….Wardrobe Supervisor 

NICHOLAS RYAN...……………………………………….Assistant Electrician 

LILIANA HEURING-McBRIDE.……………………………….Assistant Audio 

TAYLOR PIEKARZ…………………………………………….………..Stitcher 

KAMILA AVILA.……………………………………..Wardrobe Assistant/Hair 

DYLAN SABATANO………………..…………………..…….Scenic Carpenter 

KIERA GAVITT……………………Crew Chief, Special Events Stage Manager 

KEYS NEWELL……..……………..…Stage Management Production Assistant 

KEEFER STILES…………………………………………….….……Technician 

PENN STATE SCENE SHOP………………...……….…….…Fabrication Shop 

TOTEM POLE PLAYHOUSE PROUDLY WORKS WITH THESE NATIONAL LABOR UNIONS  

AND THEIR MEMBERS. 
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   Special Thanks… 

Shippensburg First Church of God Bonnie & Herb Abenshon 

Wilson College    Our Anonymous Camp Sponsor 

Boy Scouts of America Troup #136 Majestic Theater  

Trinity Costume Loft, Kay Yaukey Dickinson College Theatre & Dance 
 
Gettysburg College Costume Loft, Juls Buehrer  The Dutch Apple 
 
Shenandoah Conservatory, Jennifer Flitton-Adams Chris Cook 
 
Gary Rutz, Jon Kautz   Mark Mullen, Commedia LLC 
 
All of you wonderful people who support us by seeing shows, giving of your 
time, and donating to our success! 

Carolyn & Bill Best 

Sandra Blair 

Phyllis Dick 

Tina Donkin 

Tammy Garrett 

Ed Gobrecht 

Jim & Sara Hilmer 

Chris Mellott 

Kerry & Jill Miller 

Kathy Mouse 

Linda Mulewich 

Carol Norman 

Mary Ann Ober 

Dave Palesky 

Lee Powell 

Denise Ditch    

JoAnn Reider-King 

Abby Lee Roane 

Sue Russell 

Marie Shadle 

Robert & Laura Shank 

Linda Tarr 

Joyce Thomasson 

Judy White 

Dudley & Karen Gayman 

OUR HEARTFELT THANKS FOR THE DEDICATED WORK 
OF THE FRIENDS OF TOTEM POLE PLAYHOUSE 
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www.totempoleplayhouse.org 

717.352.2164 

RYAN B. GIBBS (Producing Artistic Director) 
Ryan is a Director, Producer, and Stage Manager 
with a 25-year theatrical career. His career has 
involved everything from school plays to Broad-
way shows and almost every step in between. 
Broadway and National Tour credits include 
Rent, Wicked, Elf, Avenue Q, Harry Potter and 
the Cursed Child, The Drowsy Chaperone, 
School of Rock, Chicago: The Musical, and Mary 
Poppins, as well as Production Supervising the 

Austrian and Japanese companies of Mary Poppins. He has worked 
directly “in the room” with creatives and producers such as The Dis-
ney Theatrical Group, Jason Moore, Casey Nicholaw, John Tiffany, 
Cameron Mackintosh, and Andrew Lloyd Webber. Locally, he has 
worked for the Fulton Theatre, The Dutch Apple Dinner Theatre, 
Franklin and Marshall College, Sight & Sound Theatres, and many 
others. Ryan served as the Artistic Director of the Allenberry Play-
house for three seasons and was a founding member of the Lancaster-
based theatre company The Reverie Acting Company. For four years, 
he was a Producer for Broadway Cares/Equity Fights AIDS, where he 
produced work for Broadway legends such as Jerry Mitchell, Chita 
Rivera, and Bernadette Peters. A graduate of Kennard-Dale High 
School (Go Rams!) and Marywood University (Go Pacers!), Ryan 
runs a nostalgia retail experience called Retrosplat! and a theatre 
coaching and consulting company called Gibbsology. He is a profes-
sor of professional practice at the Academy of Live Events and Tech-
nology on the Rock Lititz campus and lives in Lancaster with his wife 
(Amy), his sons (Anderson and Benjamin), and his cat (Gumbo) and 
is so thankful for everyone reading this program! 

Your tax-

deductible  

contribution keeps 

Totem Pole  

Playhouse able to 

serve our community and youth 

programming now and for years to 

come! Thank you for following this 

code to our Donor page! 
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KIA ARMSTRONG (Production Man-
ager/ASM) is thrilled to be in her second 
year as Production Manager here at the 
historic Totem Pole Playhouse. She just 
adores the playhouse's charm, staff, and 
creative energy. Last season, The Marvel-
ous Wonderettes became a particular fa-
vorite, cementing her joy in this new 
chapter. With 30 years of diverse theatre 
experience, Kia has worn nearly every 
hat backstage and beyond: acting, chore-
ography, lighting, assistant stage man-
agement, assistant directing, and automa-
tion. In recent years, she’s truly found her 
home in Stage & Production Manage-
ment—where her love of storytelling, 
precision, and beautifully controlled cha-
os all come together. Grateful doesn’t 
even begin to cover it—Thanks to Ryan, 
whose belief in me and constant support 
make these challenges feel possible, 
there’s no one else I’d rather run a theatre 
alongside! And an extra special thank 
you to my far-flung gaggle of misfits for 
the love, laughter, and steady encourage-
ment that fuel me—especially my amaz-
ing kids, who remind me why I do this 
beautiful, bonkers work! 
 

KAMILA AVILA (Wardrobe Assistant/
Wigs) is over the moon to join Totem 
Pole Playhouse as the Hair and Wardrobe 
Assistant this summer! Last summer she 
worked as a Costume Intern at The Na-
ples Players in Naples, Florida, with 
credits on shows such as Beetlejuice Jr. 
and Sweeney Todd: The Demon Barber 
of Fleet Street, and recently graduated in 
May 2026 with a degree in Fashion De-
sign in her home state of Maryland. Ka-
mila’s endless passion for the magic of 
theater (and for having loose safety pins 
in her pockets) inspires her work and she 
is beyond delighted to work with a 

team as undoubtedly dedicated as Totem 
Pole Playhouse. 
 

ALASTAIR SILAS BLACKWOOD 
(Wardrobe Supervisor, Camp Costume 
Designer) is proud to be joining Totem 
Pole for the 2026 Summer season. He 
recently graduated from the University of 
North Carolina School of the Arts with a 
degree in Costume Design and Technolo-
gy. He specializes in costume crafts, dye 
work and fiber arts. He also enjoys work-
ing on short films, having multiple design 
credits. In his spare time he enjoys play-
ing DND with friends and listening to 
podcasts. 
 

LORELEI CONTE (Head Stitcher)  
 

KIERA GAVITT (Deck Manager, 
Event Stage Manager) Returning for their 
third year with Totem Pole, Kiera is 
thrilled to spend another summer in beau-
tiful Pennsylvania with the wonderful 
folks at the theatre. Kiera is endlessly 
grateful to their family and friends who 
have supported them in their career and 
make it possible for them to work away 
from home! 
 

LILIANA HEURING-McBRIDE 
(Audio Assistant) is an aspiring audio 
engineer and designer from Vandenberg 
Village, California. She has a passion for 
the collaborative experience of theatre 
and blending artistic intent with technical 
knowledge. She graduated from PCPA’s 
2-year technical program in 2024, with 
her favorite credits from that time being 
A1 on Little Shop of Horrors and Caba-
ret, as well as Sound Designer for 
PCPA’s outreach show Dulce. Outside of 
theater, Liliana follows wherever her in-
terests lead, currently learning web pro-
gramming, network design, and design-
ing home-built computers. 
 

JASON NEDROW (Technical Advisor/
Technical Director), in his third season 
working with this Totem Pole Team, is 

Meet Our Production Team... 
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…from Totem Pole Playhouse    

the Technical Director for the Dickinson 
College Department of Theatre and 
Dance in Carlisle, PA. Jason has also 
worked as a Technical Director and Stage 
Carpenter at Messiah University, Rocky 
Mountain Repertory Theatre, and Allen-
berry Playhouse. He also instructs cours-
es in scenery construction with a focus on 
recycling and sustainable construction at 
Dickinson College. Jason lives in Boiling 
Springs and has two amazing daughters. 
 

KEYS NEWELL (Production Assistant) 
is so excited to be joining Totem Pole 
Playhouse for the 2026 summer season! 
Select theatrical credits include: Mary 
Shelley’s Frankenstein (2025), The Im-
portance of Being Earnest (2025), and A 

Christmas Carol (2024) with The Shake-
speare Theatre of New Jersey, Every 
Book is a Yearbook (2026) presented as a 
part of Keen Teens Festival of New 
Work, Lady From the Sea (2025) with 
Hudson Classical Theater Company, and 
several staged readings in the NYC area. 
They graduated from Drew University 
with a degree in Theater Arts and a 

concentration in Directing and Stage 
Management. 
 

TAYLOR PIEKARZ, she/her (Stitcher) 
is a rising sophomore at Marymount 
Manhattan College, in the BFA Theatre 
Design and Technology major, with a 
concentration in Costume Design. Recent 
credits include Brightstar and Rent at 
Marymount Manhattan College (NY, 
NY), The Addams Family at Theatre 
League of Clifton (Wayne, NJ), Matilda 
at The Charles Seller Foundation 
(Bloomfield, NJ), Legally Blonde at 
Waldwick High School (Waldwick, NJ), 
Godspell at The Charles Seller Founda-
tion (Bloomfield, NJ), and Joseph and 
the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat at 
Waldwick High School (Waldwick, NJ). 
 

TY RICHARDSON, he/him (Assistant 
Production Manager) is a rising senior at 
the William and Mary, studying Theatre 
and Public Policy. Outside of stage and 
production management, he is President 
of William and Mary’s chapter of Alpha 
Psi Omega and Secretary of William and 
Mary’s Theatre Student Association. Ty 
has worked in various forms of produc-
tion management since high school and 
has had the privilege of continuing to 
grow in both collegiate and professional 
settings. Favorite past works of his in-
clude By the Way, Meet Vera Stark 
(William and Mary), The Scarlet Pimper-
nel (William and Mary), and Much Ado 
About Nothing (Endstation Theatre Com-
pany). Ty would like to thank Kia and 
Ryan for the opportunity to join that To-
tem Pole Playhouse this summer, as well 
as Matt, Chuck, and David for their con-
stant support and mentorship. 
 

NICHOLAS RYAN (Assistant Electri-
cian) is a multi-disciplinary theatre artist 
and is glad to return to Totem Pole. They 
spent most of the past year at Florida Stu-
dio Theatre as the Sound Intern where 
they designed Grandma Gatewood Took 
a Walk, Eisenhower: This Piece of 
Ground, Deck the Halls, Snow White, and 
The Write Stuff. Nicholas graduated from 
Gettysburg College last year where they 
designed lights and sound for shows  

Please thank our  
advertisers for  

supporting  
Totem Pole  
Playhouse! 
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Meet Our Production Team... 

NICHOLAS RYAN, cont. including 
Broken Mirrors, Eurydice, and The 
Ver*zon Play. The past two summers 
they’ve worked as the Education and 
Cabaret Lighting Design Apprentice at 
Theatre Aspen and the A2 at Totem Pole 
Playhouse respectively. Find more of 
their work here: https://
illuminatedsoundscapes.com/. 

DYLAN SABATANO (Scenic Carpen-
ter) With a strong interest in the crafts-
manship behind storytelling, Dylan fo-
cuses on the construction and realization 
of the physical environments that bring 
productions to life on stage. His work 
combines practical building skills with 
an eye for visual detail, helping translate 
design concepts into fully realized sets 
for audiences to experience. Working 
with Totem Pole Playhouse marks Dyl-
an’s first professional step toward pursu-
ing a deeper career in film and theater. 
He is particularly interested in produc-
tion design and set construction, and 
views scenic carpentry as a hands-on 
foundation for understanding how 
worlds are built for both stage and 
screen. Dylan is excited to continue de-
veloping his skills and contributing to 
collaborative storytelling through design 
and build. 
 

SAM SIMS, they/them (Associate 
Lighting Designer, Head Electrician, 
Video Designer and Operator) is de-
lighted to return to Totem Pole Play-
house. After completing their first sum-
mer season with the Playhouse—where 
they served as Head Electrician, Associ-
ate Lighting Designer, and designed the 
lighting for the Neil Diamond Tribute—
Sam is thrilled to step into this new role. 
Originally from Utah, they have spent 
nearly a decade working in theatrical 
lighting across community, regional, and 

professional theatres in both Utah and 
Pennsylvania. Most recently, they 
worked at The Fulton Theatre, honing 
their craft in a fast-paced, high-caliber 
environment. Sam is passionate about 
the art of stage lighting, and they love 
bringing designs to life while balancing 
the technical and creative aspects of the-
atrical electrical work. They’re excited 
to continue collaborating with the talent-
ed Totem Pole team. 
 

ANGEL SNOWBERGER (Company 
Manager) is looking forward to her sec-
ond season as Company Manager at To-
tem Pole Playhouse. Angel was the 
Youth Supervisor for two previous To-
tem Pole productions, Annie and A 
Christmas Carol. She previously served 
on the Board of Directors and as Volun-
teer Coordinator for Chambersburg 
Community Theatre. For the past 13 
years she has been homeschooling her 
two daughters while incorporating a love 
of live theater into their home. Recent 
onstage credits include Tell (originating 
the role of "Dare" in a local production) 
and Fun Home (Helen Bechdel). 
 

KATE WECKER, she/her (Sound De-
signer/A1) Kate is thrilled to be return-
ing to Totem Pole Playhouse. Some of 
her favorite past sound designs include 
Baskerville: A Sherlock Holmes Mystery 
(Totem Pole Playhouse), Animal Farm 
(A Noise Within - Los Angeles Drama 
Critics Circle Award), and Passage 
(Millikin University). She was the Resi-
dent Sound Designer at Laguna Play-
house and Pioneer Theatre Company. 
Her designs have been heard at theaters 
across the country from Cape May Stage 
in New Jersey to Pepperdine University 
in California. She is a proud member of 
the Philadelphia chapter of Sound Girls. 

https://illuminatedsoundscapes.com/
https://illuminatedsoundscapes.com/
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Please thank our  
advertisers for  

supporting  
Totem Pole  
Playhouse! 



25 

Fall for Students… at Totem Pole Playhouse 

School Group Matinees October 12—20 
For booking  information, please contact  

hhager@totempoleplayhouse.org / 717.352.2164, Opt. 1 

PLUS 
3 Exciting Fall Classes for Students & Adults! 

Check out totempoleplayhouse.org/classes 
for info! 
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www.totempoleplayhouse.org 

717.352.2164 



27 



28 

In Memory of Anna Dum 

Gift of Karl and Pat Shreiner 

Dr. Steven & Elise Overcash: Elise Overcash 

Mary Louise and Chuck Lucas 

Dr. Steven & Elise Overcash: Dr. Steven Overcash 

Judith Fitz: Anna Kiser 

Gift of Dr. and Mrs. J. Frederick Davidson III 

Judith Fitz 

Patricia (Pat) Wagner 

Shirley Dill  

Charles Wagner  

Gilmore-Hoerner Foundation: Five Chairs In honor of Sue McMurtray, Board Member,  

 Gilmore-Hoerner Endowment 

Bruce & Marilyn Laing: In Memory of Mr. & Mrs. Clifford E. Ellis From Bruce & Marilyn 

Bruce & Marilyn Laing: In Memory of Mr. & Mrs. Everett T. Laing From Bruce & Marilyn 

Suellen Burkey & Annie Klebanoff from the Thomas G. & Nancy H. Burkey Fund, a charitable 

 fund of the Franklin Country Community Foundation, a regional foundation of The 

 Foundation for Enhancing Communities (TFEC): In Memory of Nancy H. Burkey 

Endow a Chair Donors 
 

Totem Pole Playhouse is proud to present another way Patrons can show their support for 

this beloved, historic theatre! The public restrooms were renovated through the generosity of 

Carl E. Frantz, Inc., Hull’s Electric Service, Inc., Waynesboro Construction, and David 

Black Associates, Inc. The theatre was built in 1970. Now almost 50 years later, Totem Pole 

is in need of more renovations and updates. All remaining chairs are being endowed for 

$1,000 each to assist with the much–needed renovations. Once a chair is endowed, your 

name will be engraved on a customized plate and placed on the back of the chair to remain 

on the seat permanently. 
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Gift of Bill and Drew Adams 

Thomas & Jean Diehl: Thomas Diehl 

Gift of Karl and Pat Shreiner 

Thomas & Jean Diehl: Jean Diehl 

Ed “Mister Ed” Gotwalt 

Anne S. & Kenneth Johnson 

Karen and Ronald Sodoma 

Anne S. & Kenneth Johnson 

Karen and Ronald Sodoma 

Helen & Charles Poor: David Scott 

Gift of Orrstown Bank 

Gift of Connie Heberlig 

Lee Powell: Billpa Powell 

Clint and Mary Bolte 

Lee Powell: Sue Powell 

Anne S. & Kenneth Johnson 

Lee Powell: Mary Powell 

Anne S. and Kenneth Johnson 

Anne S. & Kenneth Johnson 

Bill and Marilyn Pukmel 

Dr. Wesley R. Fugate & Cody Ward 

Cathy Dusman: Dr. Walter Portmann 

Dr. Wesley R. Fugate & Cody Ward 

Alan K. & Jane H. Patrono 

Marie Lanser & Ed Beck: Jessica Beck, Ph.D. 

Alan K. & Jane H. Patrono 

Marie Lanser & Ed Beck: Sarah Beck, Ph.D. 

Linda Belfus: Alan Belfus 

Sharon Magraw: In Memory of Margaret Trew Cline 

Linda Belfus 

Sharon Magraw: In Memory of Thomas L. Cline 

Sue McMurtray: In Memory of Mickey Scubelek 

Sharon Magraw: In Memory of Tim Magraw 

Sue McMurtray: In Honor of Edna L. Scubelek 

Sharon Magraw: In Honor of Leigh M. Ayers 

Sue McMurtray 

Sharon Magraw: In Honor of Leslie Trew Magraw 
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Endow a Chair Donors 
 

Connie Hair: In memory of Edna & Mickey 

 Skubelek by Connie Hair 

Michael R. & Lucinda D. Potter  

Michael R. & Lucinda D. Potter 

Tom and Gretchen Carbaugh  

Karen Fernandez: In Memory of Harry and 

 Agnes Jurgens 

Tom & Gretchen Carbaugh  

Will & Mary Hockersmith  

Alan K. & Jane H. Patrono  

Sam Small  

Alan K. & Jane H. Patrono  

Chuck Roberts & Tyler Badgley 

David and Brenda Sciamanna 

Charles Roberts: Deborah K. Hoff 

Linda Carol Jent 

Gift of Tom and Kay Geisel 

William and Janet Reinhardt 

Jim Hilmer 

Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Larry Sylvester 

Gail Hilmer 

Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Larry Sylvester 

Alan K. and Jane H. Patrono 

Gift of Karl and Pat Shreiner 

Gift of Orrstown Bank 

Dick and Emmy Lee Steigelman 

Donna Neidig 

Chad and Carole Rosenberry 

Lu Merriman and Family 

Chad and Carole Rosenberry 

John and Sandy Gates 

William M. Moore, Sr. 

John and Sandy Gates 

Margaret “Patsy” Moore 

John and Sandy Gates 

William M. Moore, Jr. 

 

John and Sandy Gates 

Gift of Orrstown Bank  

Andy & Ruth Gates  

Richard Hoskinson 

Gift of Joseph and Rose Tripi 

Steve and Brecia Nevada 

Joseph & Rose Tripi: Joseph and Miriam 

 Trip John and Frances Iandiorio 

Janice Granda: Lillian Edwards Miller 

Gift of Karl and Pat Shreiner 

Harold and Vita Gabler 

Bev & Frank Kristine 

David Bailey 

Bev & Frank Kristine  

Gift of Judy and Mark Houser 

Gift of D. Stephen and Kathleen Rockwood 

Samuel, Patricia, & Christoper Furry: Gift 

 of Christopher E. Furry 

Gift of D. Stephen and Kathleen Rockwood 

John and Mary Stevenson 

John and Mary Stevenson 

John and Mary Stevenson 

Gift of Howard and Ginny Rutherford 

Gift of Bonnie and Roger Mellott 

Gift of Howard and Ginny Rutherford 

Gift of Bonnie and Roger Mellott 

Gift of Bonnie and Roger Mellott 

Dolores & Harold Brake 

Martha Walker & David Spang:  

 Martha B. Walker 

David Gnage 

Martha Walker & David Spang:  

 David F. Spang 

Gift of Orrstown Bank 

Martha Walker & David Spang:  

 Gregory C. Walker 
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Gift of Orrstown Bank 

Michael Scott: Marissa Hagy 

Gift of Orrstown Bank 

Gift of James Foss  

Gary and Wanda Goshorn 

Chad and Carole Rosenberry 

In memory of Carol David from the David 

Family: 

Donald, Patrick, Christopher, Suzanne, Tyler, 

Sydney, Alana, James, Anastasia, James Jr. 

In Memory of Carol David From Your 

 Friends and Neighbors at Penn 

 National 

Linda Bergeron  

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Bernroth and Family 

Ellen Brede  

Neil & Barbara Brown  

David & Carol Cauffman  

Joyce Cronin  

Kathleen Fleury  

Roland M. Foster  

Carole A. Jackson  

Veronica Jenkins  

Linda Laudenslager  

Lynn C. Powers  

Carmen Richardson  

Janice Semanek  

Joyce Semanek  

Joanne Venturella  

Dave & Wendy Slaybaugh: Sonja Brough 

Gift of Karl and Pat Shreiner 

Debra Gena Scarborough: Paul Ernest 

 Styer’s Favorite Seat 

Gift of Jim Sellgren and Family 

Gift of Jim Sellgren and Family 

Gift of Karl and Pat Shreiner  

Sue Kohler: In Loving Memory of Alan R. 

 Kohler (From His Girls) 

Dr. Robert Shockley: In Memory of Tommy 

 & Joe Shockley  

Ray and Lisa Fair 

Andy and Ruth Gates 

Brad & Linda Gottfried 

Stephen Hammond 

Andy Hoffman  

Bobbi Little 

The Manges Family 

Stephen  D. & Susan J. Parks 

Dr. Patricia A. Patrick 

Brenda & Tom Reed 

Anna Knelle Stormer 
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Adopt a Barrel Donors 
 

Drew Adams, In memory of Bill Adams, beloved and greatly missed husband of Drew 

Drew Adams, In honor of my family, the greatest support system ever by Drew Adams 

Ruth Alpaugh, In honor of my family 

Kandi Barnhart, In memory of Ed and Delores Warner who loved Totem Pole so much 

John Bennett, In memory of Donna M Bennett 

Rick Boyer, In memory of Barbra Boyer 

Dale and Cyndy Dinsmore, In memory of Jenine Grove 

Kristan Eddy, In memory of Paris Peet 

David and Louisa Etter, In memory of Ed Sponseller 

David and Louisa Etter, In memory of Bill & Peggy Etter 

Nancy Fogelsanger, In memory of Lincoln Fogelsanger 

Charles and Marilyn Griffin, In memory of Helen Endrizzi 

Donna Herman, In memory of Watson Herman 

Shelby Hornbaker, In memory of Charles Holobinko, In memory of Beverly McNew 

Richard Hosfeld, In honor of Helen Hosfeld 

Dorothy Hussey, In memory of Phyllis A. Wisherd 

Bev Kristine, In memory of Dr. Frank Kristine 

Beth and Paul Luka, In memory of Dr. Oliver and Gladys Luka Acri 

Susan E Martin, In memory of Gib & Alice Garman 

Joyce McMullen-Perry, In memory of Betty McMullen - My mother, my introduction to the arts 

through her music and drawing 

Gary and Janice Miller, In memory of Mary B. Channing 

Lee Powell, In memory of Suzanne Powell 

William and Patty Powley, In memory of Zelma Lushbaugh 

Kera and Colin Provost, In Memory of Jean Provost     

Kera and Colin Provost, In honor of The Witchers 

Julia Richard, In honor of Barbara Groff 

Lamar and Carolyn Sease, In honor of Abigail Weaver and Peach 

Cynthia Shank, In memory of Earl and Norma Shank and many Saturdays at the Totem Pole.  

         Cindy 

Cynthia Shank, In memory of Mr. B from CJ. You will not be forgotten. 

Inga Smith, In memory of my husband, Jim Smith, from his wife, Inga Smith 

Karen Sodoma, In loving memory of Ron Sodoma by wife Karen 

Ron and Lee Ann Solesha, In memory of Darla and Cheryl Northrup 

Cecil Stevenson, In memory of Joyce Stevenson 

Cecil Stevenson, In memory of Joyce Braitsch 
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Totem Pole Playhouse 

thanks you all 

for your generosity! 

Adopt a Barrel Donors 
 

Sharon Strike, In memory of Bill Putch 

Lucinda Varner, In memory of Josiah E. Geesaman Jr. 

Karen Wagner, In memory of Richard Wagner given by Karen Wagner 

Martha B. Walker, In honor of Gregory C. Walker 

James and Susan Whitelock, In honor of our daughter Lindsay Whitelock Bair who 

worked at the Totem Pole's summer theatre camps from 2005-2012 

Johnette Wolfe, In memory of Greg Wolfe 

Bill and Maggie Yoder, In memory of Audra Yoder 

 

In Kind Donors 

Michael Bert 

Commedia LLC 

Wesley Fugate 

Tanya Nitterhouse - Budget Self Storage 

Mary Ann Ober 

Susan Wells 

 

Endowment Brick Donors
  

Beautiful Cast 

9 to 5 Cast 

Wardrobe Crew 
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ADAMS COUNTY  

GIVING SPREE DONORS 
 

$3000-$5000  

Isaac and Nicole Bucher - Mr. Ed's  

  

$1000-$2999  

Kathryn and Kenneth Griggs 

Jim and Kelly Kampstra 

Tom and Caryl Schmitz 

Kevin and Kelly Schoenberger 

Leigh Magraw Sheaffer 

Destination Gettysburg 

Rose and Joseph Tripi 

  

$500-$999  

Leslie Trew Magraw 

Sue McMurtray 

Gary and Jennifer Snyder 

Matt and Robin Wakefield 

Martha Walker 

Linda and Duane Williams 

  

$200-$499  

Patron Donation Anonymous  

Lisa Hogue 

Michael and Sharon Krikorian 

Jim and Linda Krut 

Matthew and Anne Nowicki 

Mary Ann Ober 

Larry and Janet Redding 

Elizabeth Ruppert 

Lorraine Schwartz 

William and Jayne Shord 

Nate and Maureen Spang 

David Rice and Dora Townsend 

Mr. and Mrs. J. Scott Zanger 

  

$100-$199  

Patron Donation Anonymous  

Tracey Bishop 

Douglas and Eunice Boden 

Ruth M. Boehne 

Alicia Dehoff 

Roy and Linda Fauth 

Barbara Goodno 

Gordon and Ann Harvey 

Elizabeth Ibex 

Cathy and David Kamsler 

Ellen and Chip Mann 

Eileen and Norbert Mathias 

Lynn and Al Miller 

Grace Myers 

Ronald and Mary Myers 

Dorothy and Jack Nicholas 

Susan J. Nichols and James A. Derby 

Kathleen Orner 

Dan and Donna Popek 

Susan Redding 

Tom and Brenda Reed 

Kathy Rider 

Mary Beth Shoemaker 

Albert Short and Mary Ann Roe-Short 

Ruth and Gary Topper—Topper Charitable 

   Fund 

Juanita Tweed and Diane Cordell 

  

$1-$99  

Patron Donation Anonymous 

Robert and Janet S. Berkey 

Judith T. and Lawrence H. Bullis 

Laura and Geoffrey Carter 

Anne M. Devney 

Philip J. Drago 

Tina Fissel 

David E. Flesner 

Robert Foy 

Kathleen and Jeffrey Glahn 

Lana Gowin 

Geoff Grant 

Karin and Don Guise 

Susan M. Hain 

Hazel A. Hilliard 

Marilou Z. Hinchcliff 

Mike and Judy Hisey 

Richard and Karen Hoff 

Bryan Johnson 

Walter and Janice Krug 

Deborah Litten 

Suresh Makkenchery 

Mary and Mike Malewicki 

Linda and Ed McDannell 

Doug and Holly Miller 

Ken and Sara Mummert 

Estate of Lois Epley 

Jay Shockley 

David and Kerri Speranza 

Julie Strickland 

Robert and Marilyn Teeter 

Janice Yocum 
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Totem Pole Playhouse works in conjunction with 

ASCAP to protect Artists’ music copyrights. 
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Want to help Totem Pole Right Now? 

totempoleplayhouse.org—717.352.2164 



39 

Annual Fund Donors 
 

Tony Winners $5000-$6999   

Fitzgerald Motors Inc. 

Lee Powell 

    

Producers $2500-$4999   

The Trgovac Family   

   

Directors $1000-$2499 

Anonymous 

Mr. C. Clint Bolte and Mrs. Mary T. Bolte 

David and Louisa Etter 

Thomas Good 

PK Hoover 

Bruce Laing 

Judith and Edwin Martin 

Huber and Sandy McCleary 

Sue McMurtray 

Preston and Helen Moe Charitable Trust 

Donna L. Neidig 

Howard & Ginny Rutherford 

Debra Scarborough 

Mary Schlichter 

David and Babette Wenerd  

   

Conductors $500-$999    

Patrick and Linda Barnett 

David A. Bubak, In memory of Deborah A. 

Bubak 

Patricia Curchin 

Greg and Debi Duffey 

Carolyn Evonick 

The Kemp Family Fund 

Susan L. Flinn 

Peter Hanson and Lyn Vaux 

Audrey K. Harniman 

Linda Guild Lake 

Terrill Messer and Lois Gibson 

Elise Overcash 

Francis Parkman and Leslie Lynn Meeker 

Richard and Beth Pryor 

Dr. Bob and Cindy Richards 

Steven and Darlene Sample 

Patricia Schweitzer 

Diane and James Small 

James Strite 

Martha B. Walker and David F. Spang 

   

Divas $250-$499   

Terence Benson 

Isaac and Nicole Bucher - Mister Ed's 

Ralph and Doris Burdick 

Sue Burkey 

Dr. Thomas and Susan Colley 

Gary and Gloria Crum 

Dr. and Mrs. J. Frederick Davison 

Lisa and Ray Fair 

Linda and Ron Ford 

Barbara Hanna Gaydick 

John Grezlak 

Thomas Heefner 

Mr. and Mrs. James Hilmer 

Bill and Barbara Lennarz 

Bill and Judy Leslie 

John Luetzelschwab 

Donald F. Mayer, In memory of Kathy Dropp 

Don Mayer 

Linda McFarland 

Sam McPherson 

Kerry and Jill Miller 

Wanda Miller 

Carol Norman 

Robert Patzer and Joy Phillips 

John and Carol Schoenberger 

Lorraine Schwartz 

Shirley Spencer 

Kay L. Stohler 

Mrs. Carol Swigart 

Gayle Turner 

Charles Wagner 

Tim and Patricia Wagner 

William and Joan Walters 

Owl's Club of Waynesboro 

Kathleen B. White 

Sandra Kay Yaukey 

Pete and Joy Zimmerman  

   

Designers $100-$249   

Anonymous 

Susan Alsip-Lawson 

Raymond Arnold 

Frances and Dane Badman 

Harvey Beck 

Paul and Margie Behnke 

Carmen Belford 
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Annual Fund Donors 
 

Designers $100-$249 

Benson Family 

Diana and Mark Brezler 

Janice Bowman 

Mary O. Bradshaw 

John and Peggy Bryner 

Franklin Buhrman 

Tom and Peggy Bundy 

Bill and Sue Burke, In memory of our first 

neighbor and dear friend, Kathy Dropp 

Eugene Byers 

Scott and Ginny Cairns 

Delores Campbell 

Gisele and David Chaput 

Ernie and Jane Charlesworth 

Bill and Lauran Clowser 

Jim and Diane Coccagna 

Benjy and Jean Conover 

Sidney and Bonnie Creager 

Lawrence Cronise 

Sandra Cummings 

Edward Davies 

Mark and Barbara Dobish 

R. Lee and Ann Marie Downey 

Lou and Gail Duckworth 

Nancy Dunn 

Dr. Catherine Dusman 

Dr. and Mrs. John Enders 

Ray and Lisa Fair 

Jeanne L. Fermier 

Anne and Brendan Finucane 

Bill and Joan Flannery 

Gary and Sue Fulk 

Richard L. Funston 

David and Linda Goodman 

Brad and Linda Gottfried 

Geoff Grant 

Walter and Patty Hamsher 

Thomas and Dorothy Harbold 

Bunny Boyer and James Haus 

Andy and Charity Heaton 

Pat and Jay R. Heefner 

Susan H. Henderson 

John C. Henry 

Tim and Linda Henry 

Judith Herrick 

Carlton Hess 

Pat Hileman 

E & R Maggi 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard C. Hosfeld 

Miriam Huffman 

Kathy Johnson 

Mr. and Mrs. John Jordan 

Terry and Paul Kane 

Robert and Cindy Kean 

Dave Keim 

Mrs. Margaret Lady - who loves your 

theater! 

William Kennedy 

Andrew and Julia Klein 

Lucinda Burger Knauer 

Gary Kohlweiler 

Robert Kopenhaver 

Karen Kugler 

Jim and Kathy Kwolek 

Max and Connie Lenherr 

Carol Lowry 

Don and Deb Macaskill 

Mary Lynn Martin 

Susan E Martin, In memory of Angela 

Hlatky 

Douglas and Laura Martzluf 

Patrick and Judy McAleer 

Sue McLaughlin 

Gary and Janice Miller 

Carol Miller-Schultz, In memory of Lois 

and John Miller 

Carol Mohler 

Linda Mumma 

Roy and Doris Newman 

Ruth Nickey 

Janell Nickols 

Roger and Carol Crosen 

Robert Occhiuti 

Fred and Judith O'Neal 

Tom and Carol Orndorf 

Ramona Parsons 

Mr. and Mrs. Lorne Patrick 

Mr. and Mrs. Barry Pitasky 

Ken and Cheryl Plummer 

Karen Porter 

Jim and Bonnie Pribula 
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Bonnie Rabold 

Chuck and Betsy Rahauser 

John Railey and Christine Kuduk 

James and Saundra Ramey 

Bettie G. Rankin 

Nancy L. Resh, Circle of Friends Travel 

Group 

Howard and Francine Reynolds 

Cheryl Rhodes 

Joseph and Linda Rice 

Julia Robinson 

John and Maria Robison 

Ronda Robinson 

Vicki Rohrbaugh 

Mr. and Mrs. L. Michael Ross 

Nancy Ruiz 

Michael Ryder 

Frederick Salek 

Mary C. Sanders 

Bob Sanders 

Claudia Schuchardt-Peet and Family

 In memory of Paris Peet 

Paris loved the theatre and everyone who 

was a part of it.  Our family is beyond grate-

ful to the support everyone has given to To-

tem Pole playhouse-bringing magic to the 

woods every year! 

Sam and Sally Scroggs 

Ron Seavers and Anne Habig 

Ken and Viv Seiler 

Tammy and Chuck Shuster 

Karen Slenkamp 

Donald and Beverly Smith 

Mr. and Mrs. Edward L. Smith 

Frederic Smith 

Mr. and Mrs. JC Snavely III 

Karen Sodoma, In loving memory of Ron 

Sodoma 

Nate and Maureen Spang 

Shawn and Jackie Stenger 

Herb and Peg Stoner 

Diana and Mark Brezler 

Cindy Strait, In memory of Terry “Tweedy” 

Strait 

Sally Sulcove 

James and Laura Turner 

Athena Varounis 

Peter Walters 

Ms. Drusilla J. Warner 

Peggy Weaver 

Patricia E. Weik 

Phyllis C. Wertime 

Mr. and Mrs. James Wissler 

Donna Yocum 

John and Bonita Yocum 

Bill and Maggie Yoder 

Dick and Judy Young 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Zoll 

   

Cast $1-$99   

Anonymous 

James Smith and Melodie Anderson-Smith 

Lillian Auman 

Cathy Bard 

Janice Botello 

James M. Boyce and Jeanne Arnold Baker 

Carolyn and Deford Brown 

Donald Carr 

Janet Culbertson 

Faith Curran 

Karen Deshong 

Mary Devlin 

Susan Devos 

Phyllis Alta Dick 

Nicholas, Ruth Diffenbaugh 

Mary Ellen Dihel 

Bud and Doris Dodd 

Art Downing 

Richard and HIlda Duckworth 

Robert L. Failor 

Patrick Fairbairn 

Anita Fisher 

John H. Fisher 

Roz and Marty Freeman 

Kenneth and Ann Frushour 

Mr. John W. Gainor III 

Wendy Gatyas 

Richard and Linda Gawthrop, In honor of 

your 75th Season 

Lois Good 

John and Polly Gorrell 

Susan Hain 

Heidi Hanes 

Ellen Harkins 
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Annual Fund Donors 
 

Cast $1-$99 

Will Hockersmith 

Becky Hohman 

Joyce L. Horst 

William and Linda Hughes 

Bonnie Iseminger 

Buzz and Gail Jones 

Mary Manzella Jones 

Arlene Justice 

Jake and Patty Kaufman 

Matt and Tara Kellam 

Allen F. Knouse 

Phyllis Knouse 

Shirley Krantz 

Phyllis Lear 

Claudia Lehman 

Ric and Betsey Lillard 

Judy Loar and H. Clinton Scott 

O. Jason and Lillian Lopez 

Linda Lugar 

Angela Macdonald 

Bob and Diana Macfarlane 

Maurice and Carol Marotte 

Virgil J. McGough Jr 

Lynne S. McGough 

Nelson and Joyce McLaren 

Pat and Carol McNamee 

Thomas and Karen Mee 

Larry G. Mellott 

Elaine Merletti 

Melissa Metzger 

Kathy and Kelly Miller 

Rick and Ellie 

Cathy Misner 

Robert and Karen Moore 

Janet Nichols 

Ms. Brenda L. Spalding Niedererr & 

Family 

Joan H. Norcross 

Donna Ocker 

Karl and Julie Orndorff 

Mike and Debbie Orris 

Janet Painter 

Diane J. Palmer 

Edwin Paul 

Laura Pompa 

Frankie Powers 

Neil and Trudy Price 

Craig and Jean Purnell 

Denny and Kay Reed 

Thomas K. and Joanna Reinhard 

Keith and Diana Rodgers 

Richard Roschli 

Cassie Salomone 

Phyllis Schwartz 

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Seigfried 

Shirley I. Shaner 

David and Christine Shannon 

Mr. and Mrs. Jamie Sharp 

Barbe and Dick Sharrer 

Mr. and Mrs. Jon Snavely 

Jane Sneeringer 

Lisa and Karles Snyder 

Nancy L. Speck 

Walter L. Stevens 

Eunice Stewart 

Rhonda Stoner 

Capt. Patrick Sullivan SC, USN 

Robert Knuff and Susie Etter 

Bonnie Swartz 

Bob and Judy Wagner 

Karen Wagner 

Donald Walck 

Diann Weller 

Debra Welsh 

Mary L. Wetzel 

Gail and Dave White 

Christa Williams 

Jim and Karen Wilson 

Donna Wishard 

Horace Wright Jr 

Toby Yoffe 

Thank you all for supporting 

Totem Pole Playhouse! 
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Totem Pole Playhouse would like to remember 

and thank our friend and former coworker 

Kathy Dropp. Many of you may recognize her 

from  the Box Office window. You may also be 

wearing a tee shirt with her hand-drawn totem 

pole design. She and her family have been inte-

gral members of our Company over the years, 

and still continue their generosity. Though 

Kathy is sorely missed, we are grateful that she 

spent so much time with us and included us in 

her final wishes. Many thanks to her family who 

keep supporting TPP, and keep us recalling 

Kathy’s energetic and robust days here. She is 

missed and well remembered. 
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General Fund Donors 

  

$9000+ 

Palmer Family Foundation Fund, a charitable 

fund of the Greater Harrisburg Community 

Foundation, a regional foundation of The 

Foundation for Enhancing Communities 

(TFEC) 

 

$7000-$8999 

David Hemsley Caldwell 

 

$5000-$6999 

Mary K. Bowman Fund for Historical and 

Fine Arts 

Howard and Ginny Rutherford 

Vanguard Charitable, In honor of Dr. Wes 

Fugate; The recommending donor wishes to 

remain anonymous. 

Vanguard Charitable, In honor of Sue 

McMurtray; The recommending donor wishes 

to remain anonymous 

 

2500-$4999   

Anonymous 

Anonymous, In Memory of Paris Peet 

Jennifer D. Wright 

 

$1000-$2499   

Anonymous 

James Baird 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Behnke 

Joe and Chris Bradley 

The Broman Charitable Giving Fund 

GDC 

Pamela Felton 

Franklin County Sunday School Association 

Steve Hammond 

Alice Hyatt 

Howard Kaplan 

Patrick and Pamela O'Donnell 

Debra Scarborough 

Eugene and Martine Shelly 

David and Henrietta Tyson 

Dr. Bob and Melanie Wennick 

   

$500-$999   

Anonymous 

Mr. and Mrs. Roy Davis 

Edmund and Carolyn Dutterer 

Robert and Carol Greening 

Drs. Guerimo and Marian Gutierrez 

Huber and Sandy McCleary 

Bob and Edie Miller 

Mr. and Mrs. Rick Mouer 

Carol Norman 

Patricia Schweitzer 

Judith Shoop 

Earl and Sheila Springer 

Dave Wenerd 

Carl Schurr and Wil Love 

   

$250-$499   

Anonymous 

Ralph C. Burdick 

Dr. and Mrs. J. Frederick Davison 

Susan Etter and Robert Knuff 

Michael and Carolyn Evonick 

David and Lou Ann Fisher 

McCune Lumber Company, Inc. 

Jack and JoAnn Highberger 

Tyson and Niki Hinckle 

Sue Ann Hoke 

Lori & Kevin Jones 

Don Mayer 

Margaret Morgan 

Marilu Nicholas 

Mary Ann Ober 

Karen Porter 

Pat Coulson and Tom Ramsey 

Roger Smith 

Gary and Cindee Steele 

   

$100-$249   

Anonymous 

Herb and Bonnie Abenshon 

Drew Adams 

Jane Adams-Delp 

Pat and Allen Adreance 

Greg & Susan Bailey 

Valerie Barnes 

Charles and Dawn Baum, In honor of Martha 

Baum Walker 

Jennifer Becknell 

Richard Beeler 

Carmen Belford 

Myrna Binkley 

Nancy Bittle 

Irene Blackburn 

Barbara Bowers 
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$100-$249  

Janice Bowman 

Mary O. Bradshaw 

Anita and Edward Buchanan 

Wayne and Gail Burke 

Ellen Caldwell 

Georgene Carmany 

Jim and Diane Coccagna 

Sandra Cummings, In memory of Ron E. 

Cummings 

Kirk Davis 

Dr. and Mrs. Thomas P. Davis 

Patricia Dickinson 

Dale and Cynthia Dinsmore 

Patricia Donnelly 

Denis and Carrie DuBreuil 

Lou & Gail Duckworth 

Andrew Durelli 

Kenneth Dykes 

Marian Eisenbarth , In memory of Katherine 

Dropp 

John and Connie Enders 

Luanne Farrah 

Doreen Firouzbakht Williamson 

James and Connie Fouchard 

Bob and Pam Foy 

Henry and Berni Frate, In memory of Kathy 

Dropp 

Colette Gailliot, In honor of Jean Stapleton 

whose dedication to acting has been an en-

joyment to many! 

Barbara Hanna Gaydick 

Patricia and Susan Gebhart 

Ed and Margaret Good, In memory of 

Frances Williamson Good 

David and Linda Goodman 

Brad Gottfried 

William and Christie Grape 

Christina Green 

Annie Greiner 

Cynthia Happel 

Dennis & Robin Haywood 

Pat and Jay Heefner 

Sylvia Heidelbach 

Gene and Sally Herritt 

Gregg and Lois Hershberger 

Carlton Hess 

Myra Hettleman 

Terri and Daniel Hodes 

Donald Holman 

Richard Hosfeld 

Marcia and Joseph Hunt 

Kathy Johnson 

Terry and Paul Kane 

Matt and Tara Kellam 

Michele Kendle 

Tom and Debra Kennedy 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas King 

Cathy and Tom Kinton 

Allen F. Knouse 

Molly M and Karen K 

Carol Kuhnley 

Charles and Pat Lackey 

Ann Landis 

Donna Landis 

Darlene Lauterbach 

Susan Lindeman and John Ferree 

Pat Lucas 

David and Gabrielle Ludwick 

James and Sandra Lytle 

Teresa Martin-Minnich 

Diana Martlew 

Norbert and Eileen Mathias 

Beth and Denny Mattern, In memory of 

Katherine (Kathy) Dropp 

Mr. and Mrs. Donald May 

Sam and Peggy McPherson 

Katherine Miller 

Susan Miller 

Carol Mohler 

Jim and Clara Nostrant 

NARFE 180 

Tom and Carol Orndorff 

Elise Overcash 

A.M. Peters 

Jay and Nina Poe 

Frankie Powers 

William and Patty Powley 

Kera and Colin Provost 

John Putch 

Pamela Putch, In memory of William H. 

Putch 

Bonnie Ramsburg 

Doris and Stan Rice 

Susan Rivers 

Maria Robinson 

Mary Beth Romanowsky 

Dr. and Mrs. Neil Rothman 

Michael G. Ryder 

Joanne Schultheiss 
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General Fund Donors 
 

$100-$249  

Arley and Sharon Scott 

Charles and Jerilee Scruggs 

Vivian and Ken Seiler 

Rill's Bus Service 

Dennis Setteducati, Andrew Boza, Love you 

all! Thank you for your continued dedication 

to sustaining the arts. We're honored to con-

tribute to such a meaningful, special theatre. 

Cindy L. Shoemaker 

Vickie and Lee Showalter 

Marti Simpson 

Charles A. Skira, In memory of Katherine 

Dropp 

Dr. Wayne A. Slaughter, PhD 

Tom and Carol Slavin 

Karen and TEDD Sloan 

Frederic C. Smith 

Pam Smith, In memory of Katherine Dropp 

Karen Sodoma 

Karen Spessard 

Mrs. Donna M. Sterner 

Cecil Stevenson 

W. Andrew Stover 

Sharon Strait 

J. Stanley and Charlotte Stratton 

Carl and Rita Steukerjuergen 

Bob and Marilyn Teeter 

Lynda Thomason 

Perkiomen Tours 

Joe and Rose Tripi 

Barry Tucker and Dave Bennett 

James and Laura Turner 

Lucinda Varner 

Athena Varounis 

Bob and Judy Wagner 

Karen Wagner 

Martha Walker 

Michael and Priscilla Wiener 

Michelle Wiestling 

Emily Wingert 

Joe Wikfe 

Janice Yocum 

John and Bonnie Yocum 

Bill and Maggie Yoder 

Nancy Yohn 

Sandy and Jan Zeigler 

Robert and Linda Zimmerman 

Leland Zlomke 

 
$1-$99 

Anonymous 

Jessica A. Henninger 

Thomas E. Adair 

Ellen Adams 

Lee Adams 

Jody Adelsperger 

Emma Airey 

Patricia Allen 

Jan Althoff 

Rosalyn and Joel Altman 

Valeria Arch 

Carolyn Arnold 

James Badger 

Angela Bailey 

Friends 

Lance Baker 

Laurie Baker 

Teresa Baker 

Robert and Susan Baldassari 

Nancy Bankard 

James and Anne Barton 

Happy Patron 

Mrs. Rose Bellows 

Jean Benda 

Cathleen Bender 

Joann Berwager 

Dennis Biegger 

Kathryn Bierbower 

Eleanor Bilz 

Helen Bissett 

Dawn Blank 

Evelyn Booth 

Deborah Booz 

Renee Borromeo 

Kathleen Bost 

Bill and Monica Bowen, In honor of Mon-

ica's 75th Birthday and your 75th  

Anniversary 

Catherine Bowersox 

Raymond Bradley 

Douglas Braendel 

Elizabeth Brandenburg 

Ralph Brandt 
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Martha Brendle 

Chris Breslin 

Susan Brightbill 

Meldine Brodar 

Krista Bruno 

Constance Buhrman 

Sarah Sue Bumbaugh 

Dawn Burgoon 

William & Susan Burke 

Howard Burrell 

Conway and Linda Bushey 

Ami Butta, In memory of Katherine Dropp 

Jerry and Susan Butts 

Rita & Robert Byers 

Scott and Ginny Cairns 

Debi Calandrelle 

Corinne Capobianco 

Wanda Carbaugh 

Marsha Carlin 

Christine Carracino 

Laura Carter 

Mary Carver 

Karen Chalanick 

Melinda Chambers 

Monika Chan 

William Chantelau 

Candice Clark 

Michael Clough 

Lauran Clowser 

Sherman and Cathy Collings 

Cindy Compton 

John Connor 

Benjy Conover 

Tresa Cook 

Heather Cooper 

Eleanor Cox 

Mrs. Barbara Creager 

Richard and Gale Crist 

Richard Crowe 

Mary Daniel 

Victoria Daskivich 

Marie Davis 

Richard Davis 

Kaitlyn Dawes 

Timothy Day 

Karen Daywalt 

Linda Deitzel 

Marshall Deppe 

Kathi Desko 

Nicholas Difffenbaugh 

Mary Ellen Dihel 

LuAnn Dille 

Bonnie Dinges, In honor of Kathy Dropp 

Jeanne Dinterman 

Eric Dodson 

John Donio 

Linda Donnelly 

Thomas Druzgal 

Penny Durbin  

Terrence Durbin 

Tom E. Ressler 

Margaret Eisenhower 

Bonnie Elgin 

Dixie Elmes 

Lois Elmes 

Cindy Etchison 

Ida Eustis 

Ruthann Evans 

Rachael Evans-Sweeney 

Mark H Evers 

Betty Ann Eyler-Redding 

Angela Facchinei  

James Farrell 

Jeanne Fermier 

Totem Pole Fan 

William Fertenbaugh 

Paula Fidel 

Anita 

Tanya Fleegle 

James Folk 

Géné Fouché and Tad Janes 

Pamela Francis 

Michael Freeman 

Jodi Frey 

Bachi Frost 

George Frye 

Eric Funk 

Gerald Funke 

Barbara Furry 

John Gainor 

Christina Garbart 

Beth Garber-Fie 

Barry Garrigan 

Jay Garvin 

David Gaskill 

Linda Gawthrop 
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General Fund Donors 
 

$1-$99 

Ralph Gee 

Tim and Laura Geesaman 

Dottie Gehr 

Jeffrey Glahn 

Michael and Mary Ann Glaze 

Laura Gleed 

Celeste Gonzales 

John and Polly Gorrell 

Richard Grabko 

Geoff Grant 

Evelyn Gray 

Helen Gray 

Carolyn Greathouse 

Elizabeth Greene 

Nicole Greer 

John Grezlak 

Jessie Gribble 

Harriet Griffith 

Terri Grimm 

Cheryl Grossnickle 

Marci Group 

Mr. and Mrs. Alan Grove 

Robert Gunther 

Marian Gutierrez 

Melissa Hadley 

Haley Hager 

Joann Haines 

Robert Haines 

Elizabeth Hale 

Faye Hall 

Mary Hanes 

Linda Hardy 

Bunny Boyer and James Haus 

Linda Hawbaker 

Larry and Marianne Hayes 

Ed Heckman 

Alan Heflin 

Rebecca T. Herrick 

Cheryl Hershey 

Sharon Hershey 

Sandra Hicks 

Mike and Judy Hisey 

Rose Hoepfl 

Rebecca Hoffman-Uram 

Janice Holbrook 

Shirley Holsinger 

Kendal Hopkins 

Herman and Pamela Hopple 

Heidi Hormel 

Clarence Horst 

Rick and Debbie Hose 

Eric Houston 

Patricia Howser 

Martin and Mary Hudzinski 

Linda Hurley 

James Ianni 

Carolyn Ivanoff 

Connie Jacobs 

Roland Jacobs 

Denise Jay 

Michelle Jefferson 

Daniel Jeffrey 

Jane Johnston 

Patricia Kaas 

Cathy Kamsler 

Karen and Jim Kane 

Tammy Kauffman 

Patty Kaufman 

Sharon Kaya 

Paul Keifman 

Barbara Kelly 

Gene and Lori Kelly 

Sally Kemp 

Chris Kerlish  

Bryan Kernan 

David Kessler 

Debra Kinard 

Mr. and Mrs. William King, Jr. 

Jane King 

Mary Kline 

Robert Klutas 

Dauphine L. Knight 

Sue Kohler 

Sue Kohler 

Tomomi Kotowich 

Deidre Krasnansky 

Bev Kristine 

Donna Kronner 

Laura Ksycewski 

Bonita Kuntz 

Carol Kuntz 

Carol Labashosky 

Georgia LaCroix 

Suzanne Landis 
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General Fund Donors 
 

$1-$99 

Free Lauver 

Loretta Lawson 

Jeffrey Lear 

Phyllis Lear 

Craig Lebo 

Farrell and Diane Ledford 

Edward Leister 

Carleen Lemon 

Shelley and Lenny Levy 

Cindy Lewis 

Diane Lewis 

Wendee Lewis 

Spence 

Rick Little 

Judy Loar 

Renee Lockbaum-Deibert 

Rachel Lovitz 

Carol Lowry 

James Lucini 

Richard Ludwig 

Cindy Lunn 

Angela MacDonald 

Enid Madaras 

Alan and Louise Mains 

Mary Malaspina 

Michael Malewicki 

Jason and Melinda Malott 

Vinny Malta 

John Manfre 

Dominic Manocchio 

Harry Marcellus 

Sherry Marlowe 

Janie Martin-Gifford 

Patrick Martin 

Susan E Martin 

Vicky Martin 

Judith Massarelli 

Stanley Mathias 

Brenda McCabe 

Joyce McClanathan 

Lark Mcclure 

Diane McCormack 

Harry and Linda McDannell 

Jane McDermott 

Leslie and Randall McEntire 

Judy McKee 

Tammy and Bob Stoler 

Paul and Judy McMullen 

Sue McMurtray 

Catherine Melby 

Deborah Messeder 

Stephen Michael 

Dustin Miiller 

Lisa Milihram 

Jeffrey Millar 

Cindy Miller 

Edmund Miller 

George Miller 

Jennifer Miller 

Kay Miller 

Ken Miller 

Pat Miller 

Wanda Miller 

Sandra Mills 

Cathy Misner 

Robin Moeller 

Christy Mohler 

Joan Mohn 

Margaret Monahan 

Susan V. Morris 

Alfred Mottola 

Victoria Mullenix 

John Mulshine 

Paula Mundey 

Ms. Jenn Murphy 

Clayton Myers 

Rebecca Myers 

Stephanie Myers 

Robert and Bernadette Nagy 

Connie Neidig 

Roy and Doris Newman 

Jennifer Nice 

Ruth Nickey 

Cristina Nicola 

Bob Nicoll 

Cynthia North 

Kristin Nye 

Linda Obcamp 

Robert Occhiuti 

Doug Oines 

Curtis Oliver 

Brenda Oller 

William Omara 

Kathleen and Orrin Orewiler 

Julie Orndorff 
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Kay Orndorff 

Michele Orner 

Drahomir Oslik 

Debra Oswald 

Philip Overbaugh 

Cynthia Overholtzer 

Andrea Packard 

Janet Painter 

Dr. and Mrs. David L. Palesky 

William Palm 

Karen Parker 

Stacey Parker 

Scott Parks 

Kennneth Patrick 

Alan and Jane Patrono 

Deloris J. Patton, In memory of Katherine 

Dropp 

Edwin Paul 

Cathy Paxton 

Peter Peden 

Susan Pelc 

Janet Pender 

Joe and Jan Perehinec 

John and Carolyn Perrygo 

Judy Phebus 

Jill Piercy  

Jenn Pineo 

Lori Pippenger 

Randy and Donna Pletcher 

Cheryl Plummer 

Marjorie Poling 

Lolly Polvinale 

Susan Popyer 

Randolph Presnell 

Lee and louna Primm 

Carole Prohaska 

Carroll W. Pupa 

Bonnie Rabold 

Nancy Ragan 

Deb Randall 

Karl Raudensky 

Esther Rector 

Mary Jo Reed 

Ruth Gordon Reeder 

Mary Reid 

Francine Reynolds 

Jim Rickett 

Leslie Robinson 

Nathan Robinson 

Gene Robison 

Matt Roof 

Dr. Leif Rosenberger 

Kim Rosenberry-Jones Jones 

A.J. and S.L. Rossbach 

Joann Rupp 

Susan Ruppert 

Annette Rush 

Jeanne Russell 

John Salvatore 

Emily Sanders 

Linda Sargent 

Valerie Sauter 

Kathleen Schaedler 

Carol Scheib 

Linda Brunozzi Schilling 

John Schmidt 

Curt Schnorr 

Kevin and Kelly Schoenberger 

Greg Schrader 

Tricia Schriver 

Thomas Scott 

Cheryl Scrivener 

Barbara Sears 

Lamar and Carolyn Sease 

Ronald Seavers 

Joseph And louise Seigfried 

Kathleen Seiler 

Sarah Selby 

Cheryl Sella 

Mt Airy Senior Center 

Steven Shadle 

Mary Shafer 

Karl Shaffer 

Scott Shaffer 

C.J Shank 

Susan Sharer 

Carol Shatzer 

Cathy Sheffer 

Jean Shepherd 

Sharon Shields 

Joyce Shives 

Thomas and Elaine Shughart 

Kathleen Shurtleff 

Darlene Signore 
 

Gary and Maureen Silverman 

Elizabeth Simon 

Mary Sisco 
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General Fund Donor 
 

$1-$99 

Kristin Sites 

Diane Skinner 

Jessica Skinner, In memory of Katherine 

Dropp, the best Grandma. 

James Sklencar 

Lynn Slawson 

Cynthia Smith 

Linda Snider 

Lisa Snyder 

M Kathleen Snyder 

Lin and Jean Sorber 

Carrie Spangler 

Kim Spayd 

Nancy L Speck 

Darald Springer 

Melissa St Clair 

Amy Stahlman 

Robert and Miriam Stern 

Rita Sterner-Hine 

Ronald Stitely 

Paul and Jane Stockhausen 

Thomas Stoey 

Benjamin Stonesifer 

Diana Stouffer Brezler 

Lorin Stough 

Christopher Stover 

Kathy Stratton 

Amy Strebel 

Diane C. Strock 

Michelle Study 

Brian Sullivan 

Jean Sullivan 

Kenneth Sutter 

Bonnie Swartz 

Teresa Swope 

Michele Tartaglia 

Leslie Tash 

Darlene Teach 

Karen Teach 

Angelo Tesoriero 

Darlene Thomas 

Pamalee K. Timmons 

James Tinney 

Thomas Tipton 

Jennifer Tolley 

Maria Topper 

Craig Tritch 

Mary Jane Troncatti 

Rick Twine 

Jackie Ulmer 

Jaimee Umstattd 

The Arlene Unger Team - Re/Max Results 

Waynesboro 

Amy Van Kleunen 

Carol van Schenkhof 

Julie Vance 

Gary and Linda Van Horn 

Carrie Varner 

Ken Vaughan 

Candice Wagaman 

Matthew Wakefield 

Dianne Walbrecker 

Susan Wall 

Mary Waltz 

Catherine C Ware 

Lisa Warren 

Kathleen Washington 

Cheryl Way 

Kristin Webb 

Cecelia Weber 

Kenneth Welch  

Janine M. Wenger 

Belinda Westermann 

Carol Widerman 

Jason Widney 

Debra Wiest 

Tonyia Wile 

Michael and Peggy Willinger 

Jean Wilmot 

Robert Windemuth 

Bruce Winter 

Donna C. Wishard 

Mark Withrow 

Linda Ericson Witmer 

Jennifer Wolfarth 

Dawn Wolfe 

Karen Wolff 

Patricia Wright 

David Yake 

Denise Yarwood 

Vicky and David Yates 

Patricia Yevics-Eisenberg 

Toby Yoffe, a member of the JCC Senior 

Club of Harrisburg PA 

Jeff Yost 

Martha Young 

Richard and Judy Young 

Steven and Tammy Young  

Barb Zimmerman 
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Please thank our advertisers for supporting Totem Pole Playhouse!  
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Returns 

 Dec 3—13, 2026 

At the Gettysburg Majestic Theater, 25 Carlisle Street, Gettysburg, PA 
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Want to help Totem Pole for a Lifetime? 

Stay tuned! 
 

Our 2027 Season 
will be announced 
Opening Night of 

South Pacific! 

Leave a Legacy 
 

Share your love for theatre by making a gift to Totem Pole Playhouse in your will or estate 

plan. 

 

Legacy gifts ensure a bright future for years to come while providing tax benefits to the donor. 

Your planned donation will help Totem Pole Playhouse continue  to engage, inspire, and trans-

form. For more information about planned gifts, please contact our offices at 717.352.2164, or 

see our web site at www.totempoleplayhouse.org. 

Totem Pole Playhouse Saints  Totem Pole Playhouse Future Saints 

Friends who have taken their final bow…  
 

Bill Adams    Drew Adams 

John Ashby    Clint & Mary Bolte 

Helen Romaine Beair   Elise Overcash 

John H. Gates    Sue McMurtray 

Ed “Mister Ed” & Pat Gotwalt 

Cora I. Grove 

John L. Grove 

Ada L. Lecrone 

Robert L. Matheison 

Mildred H. McCleary Charitable Lead Trust 

William M. Moore, Jr. 

Edna V. Stanley 

Bill Putch & Jean Stapleton 

Madolin K. Wenger 
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Tiane Cheryl Benson (October 7, 1952 – January 28, 

2026) Tiane “TC” Benson – a trailblazing Washington 

fundraiser for 45 years - passed away on January 28th 

after a short illness. Over her career TC brought in 

more than $700 million for a wide range of DC chari-

ties that educate and enlighten. The cause of death 

was a fast-growing glioblastoma brain tumor which 

surgery and radiation were powerless to stop. She was 

a child of the theater, “the princess of Totem Pole” the 

75 year old summer theater founded by her father and 

mother near Gettysburg, PA and also a dog lover – 

lately Westies. When in 2018 a production of The Wiz 

at Ford’s Theater needed a Toto, her Charlie was the 

star, and she was the stage mother coaxing him to 

make his run across the stage. It was the closest she 

came to acting, except that, as a fund-raiser, she was 

constantly “on stage” presenting, presiding, managing. Her given name “Tiane” (from a 

French perfume) was unusual and usually not pronounced as it should (“Tee – on”) so early 

in her career she switched professionally to a gender neutral “TC.” She had a commanding 

presence - nearly six feet tall with a strong voice, a sharp mind, a no-nonsense manner with 

her staff, and a polished grace with funders. Her intelligence and deep knowledge of the 

often arcane process for grants helped every organization she served. She was known for 

being creative and “out front” in partnerships and corporate sponsors. She often observed 

that “If you’re not the lead dog, the view never changes.” Graduating with a Social Work 

degree from Syracuse University, she started at the American Heart Association and then 

moved into development as Director of Foundation Relations at Georgetown, Associate 

Director for Development at the Smithsonian National Natural History Museum, and Direc-

tor for Save America’s Treasurers working with Hillary Clinton. Other stints were at the 

Washington National Cathedral, Americans for the Arts, National Park Foundation, The 

Studio Theater, House of Ruth and, for the last 10 years, St. Colletta of Greater Washington. 

Tiane Cheryl Benson was born October 7, 1952 in Spring Valley, New York to Genus C. 

Benson (professionally Karl Genus), an award-winning television and theater director and 

producer, and Muriel Valentine (Clerk) Benson, actress, singer, model, chorus director. 

Tiane grew up along the streams and glens of Woodcliff Lake in northern New Jersey. In 

2010, her ability to handle Kafkaesque bureaucracies was essential in successfully adopting 

a daughter, Irina, from a Russian orphanage and then useful in getting the most out of the 

school system for a Russian speaking child with almost no formal education. Survivors in-

clude her daughter, a granddaughter, her “big brother” Terry (older but 3 inches shorter), 

her niece, Kara, nephew, Ross, two grand nieces, two grand nephews, dozens of colleagues 

and friends including from grammar school, and Charlie and Gallie, her two Westies now in 

a good, new home.  

Acknowledging the Loss and Celebrating 
the Life of Tiane Cheryl “TC” Benson 

TC was the one of the best productions produced by the Genus family who founded and 
directed Totem Pole Playhouse, and younger sister to Terry, who made his debut at the 
family theatre in its very first years. 
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